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Front head clearance pockets for reciprocating compressors provide an efficient means 
of managing unit load and flow as operating conditions vary. 
 
Rated at Cylinder MAWP, front head 
clearance pockets are often part of a 
complete assembly that includes a 
new front head and an actuator. 
 
While fixed volume pockets can be ac-
tuated manually, the majority of them 
are actuated pneumatically via air or 
gas pressure.  
 
Many front head pockets are specifi-
cally  designed to allow for filler-
pieces. These filler-pieces can be 
added/removed as needed to physi-
cally change clearance volumes. Sta-
tions that compress gas over a wide 
range of operating pressures, such as 
injection and withdrawal site, enjoy the 
benefits that filler-pieces provide.  

Fixed Volume Pockets for Cylinder Front Heads 
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